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Site of the Month – Anearobic Digestion Plant 
BV Dairies - Kirk Environmental  

 
The BV Dairies site is an independent 
dairy sited on the outskirts of          
Shaftesbury, a town famed for its High 
Street being used in the Hovis bread 
advert - it wasn’t in the Yorkshire Dales 
as you may think.   
 

This project is the first of a government 
initiative to utilise the Anearobic        

Digestion process in the treatment of waste materials such as     
sewage, slurry, segregated waste food and bi-products from the food 
production industries such as a dairy  producing cheese and yoghurt! 
Anearobic digestion is the natural biological breakdown of            
decomposing organic matter. This natural process produces both 
biogas which can be used as heat and power generation and also a 
sludge material which can be used as a natural fertilizer. A win-win 
situation where waste gets recycled back into useful, environmentally 
friendly products. This technology is therefore a key to the expanding 
recycling industry and our client Kirk Environmental have been at the 
forefront of this technology with their process partner ClearFleau 
Ltd. This is the first treatment plant to be part funded by Defra, and 
will lead on to potentially hundreds of  similar schemes in the UK. We 
at Alpha are therefore pleased to have been involved at such an 
early stage and hope to be involved in any such future schemes. 
This also adds to our portfolio of recycling schemes such as Wards 
Recycling and the Huntingdon Energy plant. 
 

Our role has been to provide the Civil Engineering aspects of the 
project, an area that Kirks and Clearfleau do not have the            
expertise.  We were chosen above other contractors bidding for the 
work due to our proven track record of being a professional, high 
quality, reliable, health and safety conscious company, so the     
pressure was on from the start!  We have been heavily involved in 
developing the design with our clients due to limited availability of 
design information and we hope to offer these services to a greater 
extent on future contracts.   
 

Our actual site works which have included tank bases, drainage  
systems, equipment concrete plinths, a new access road and      
perimeter fencing all constructed on a green field were spread over 
an 11 week programme split between 2 phases, and despite the   
ongoing design development, we were able to meet the programme 
of both phases.  Our client is very pleased with the result as is the 
Dairy who have been keeping a watchful eye over our progress.  As 
frustrating as it has been at times with scope changes and poor 
weather, the end product is something all involved can be proud of 
and we are in eager anticipation of the next one.  

Mr. Robin Denton (Contracts Manager) 

Firm Fined Following Near Death 
Incident  

 
A major construction company has been fined £185,000 for 
failing to separate vehicles from pedestrians on a building 
site in Lancashire. 
 

On 11 November 2008, Michael Gresty was helping to build 
a roadway around a large pond at the site, Mr Gresty began 
walking towards colleagues, who were working on the other 
side of the pond, to ask if they had any spare fuel. While he 
was making his way across the site, he was run over by a 
reversing tipper truck. He has subsequently been unable to 
return to work owing to his injuries.  
 

HSE inspector Neil Martin revealed that the truck was not 
being guided by a banksman, and there was no walkway to 
separate vehicles from pedestrians. He said: “It is not     
acceptable that a construction company, which employs 
50,000 people around the world, did not carry out the right 
risk assessment, or put a system in place for preventing 
collisions.” 
 

In mitigation, the firm said it created a pedestrian walkway 
and now ensures that vehicles under 6.5 tonnes are 
guarded by a banksman. Vehicles over this weight have 
been fitted with CCTV, which is used by the drivers when 
they reverse.  

‘NEAR MISS’  
Or Not A ‘Near Miss’  

 

Through visiting all the sites we have taken time to explain the 
importance of near miss reporting & the direct effect this has 
on reducing accidents / incidents. By noticing & dealing with 
hazards on site we improve our behaviour towards working 
safer. 
By recording near misses we can also tell if there is a        
common theme. Near misses which are frequently noted    
relate to PPE, Slips, Trips & Untidiness of work areas. 
 

Continue to work safe but make a difference & repor t a 
near miss that you see to your Site Manager / Super visor. 

Ken Durham 

New Battery Disposal Bins  
 

Legislation:  
To enable the UK to comply with the EU Battery Directive, 
new regulations were introduced. These include the Waste 
Batteries and Accumulators Regulations. Although they 
came into force in May 2009, some of the                       
requirements - notably the battery take-back scheme - 
have only just come into force. This means that any     
business which supplies more than 32kg of batteries in a 
twelve-month period now has to provide a facility to take 
them back. This service must be provided free of charge. 
 
What Should We Do?  
Don’t be tempted to hide batteries in your general waste 
skips. Its now illegal to send batteries to be disposed of in 
landfill or by incineration. Make it clear to staff that they 
shouldn’t be putting batteries in bins and indicate where 
they should be putting used ones instead.  
 
Return and Replace:  
The official disposal route for business is 
via their suppliers. They will take back 
waste batteries for free. Alternatively, the 
eagle eyed of you may have noticed the 
‘Be Positive’ bins appearing in your local 
supermarkets, these are set out for        
customers to dispose of their batteries. So 
next time on your shopping trip it may be 
useful to take down a bag used batteries 
for disposal.  
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C08/09 Eaton Socon (National Grid):   
Oil containment contract for National Grid due for completion mid April. This is a successful contract, well done to Ash, Craig, Guy and all involved for 
delivering yet another great job for National Grid. 
C17/07 Chesterfield (Balfour Beatty):   
Calow Green substation has started again this month now entering its 3rd year as a job for Balfour Beatty (Cruickshanks) as with previous years, there will 
be several visit throughout the year as the outages become available, Steve P is onsite looking after the works for the first outage. 
C02/09 Drinkstone (Carillion):  
This contract consists of works on a new bund and access road for the overall client EDF (working for Carillion) in the Bury St Edmonds area. Works are 
due to commence on site 8th March good luck to Ken R who will be carrying out the work on this contract assisted by Patsy and George. 
C15/09 Laleham (Siemens):   
2nd visit to complete the works due for completion late March early April. This was a well constructed job carried out to a difficult programme and with the 
weather against us but we still managed to complete Phase in front of programme : well done to all involved 
C14/09 Creyke Beck (ABB)  
Good progress being maintained on site. The steel frame has now been erected under 2 separate outages, the overhead crane installed, and the roof 
cladding erected. Preparation for the 1st floor slab falsework support has now commenced. 
C17/09 Tynemouth (ABB)  
We have now mobilised to site and assisted ABB in their cabin erection and site compound establishment. Carl Rickerby is at the helm, with Allun Jones, 
Ian Shephard in support. Jake Manning and John Insley will shortly supplement the team. Foundation excavation has now commenced. 
C09/09 – Wakefield B GIS (ABB)  
We are pleased to announce that through shear hard work by the site team and accelerated hair loss of the project team in the office, we were able to 
achieve ABB’s “dust free” (handover of building) date of 22 February, 3 weeks ahead of when we had forecast to achieve this.  Great news for this contract 
which has been challenging from the outset, and for the relationship with ABB, this being the 3rd successful handover of 3 GIS buildings in the last few 
years.  Attentions now turn to building internal finishes and external works ahead of the completion of phase 1 on 19 March 2010.  Well done Russ, Jake, 
Dave Baker, Steve P, Bob Marsh, Michael, Richard, Jimmy, Chris and anyone else who has been involved since last March. 
C16/09 – BV Dairies (Kirk Environmental)  
Success in Shaftesbury!  Completion of phase 2 of this project was achieved on 4 March following the successful concrete pours of the access road.  With 
design development happening as the project was being built, this is a great result. A huge effort from Carl Rickerby assisting the client in sorting the final 
design out whilst coordinating the site works, ably assisted by Andy Poole.  A big thank you and well done to Carl and Andy and Phase 2 works operatives 
Carl Stratford, Dave Jones, Ryan McGinley and of course all those who assisted in phase 1.  We have to return to site later in the month to conclude the 
jointing of the slab and also the perimeter fencing.   
C07/09 - West Side Warehouse (Nestle UK)  
The main structural steel work & roof cladding is now complete and the wall cladding is ongoing. We are aiming to cast the 1000m2 of floor slab by Easter. 
The external works and refurbishment of a nearby building will follow on. The site was visited in Feb by B M Trada, our management systems verifier. No 
CAR’s were raised, high praise indeed.  
C01/10 - Additional Tutbury Sitework (Nestle UK)  
We are carrying out a roof refurbishment job over the Q&A laboratories shortly to be followed by over-cladding the Nestle face of the Evaporator Building. 
Nestle want to make sure that the site team don't have any idle time.   
C18/09 Lincoln Investigation (Balfour Beatty Engine ering Services)  
This job was short and sweet. Supervised by Steve Pantall and carried out by Jimmy, Ryan, Carl and Dave. The weather was cold and snowy in early 
January but the job got done. Well done. 
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Welcome Home Ron  
We are please to hear that Ron Wakelin has made a good recovery from his triple heart by-pass and has 
now made the journey from hospital to continue his convalescence at home. Although Nottingham City 
Hospital & staff have taken good care of him so far it now rests with Yvonne and family to make sure he 
continues to get his health & fitness back and also gets the chance to read the long list of jobs & DIY that 
has been building up over these last few months! We all wish Ron a full and speedy recovery.  Ken Durham 

Running for NSA  
 

On the 14th March 2010, our very 
own Dave Rose will be running a half 
marathon at Silverstone for NAS (National 
Autistic Society). 
 
NAS champion the rights and interests of all people 
with autism and aim to provide individuals with autism 
and their families with help, support and services that 
they can access. 
 
Any help that you can give will be hugely  
appreciated. 
To sponsor Dave please follow link below . . . 
http://www.justgiving.com/Dave-Rose 

What Has Happened To;  
CORRECTIVE ACTION REPORTING 

Head Office has only received 1 report so far this year, the 
first since November 2009. 
 

It is important that they are raised as and when necessary, 
ie: 
· Where work has to be re-done 
· Where goods are received on site incorrectly or         

damaged. 
· Procedures not followed by employees and                 

sub-contractors alike 
 

If CAR’s are not raised then trends can’t be monito red 
for problem suppliers, sub-contractors and if neces sary       

additional training for employees. 
Andrea Pattinson 


