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BM Trada Audit  
 

Auditor Paul Jackson spent 2 days putting us through our 
paces at Head Office and Pinxton site.  The purpose of the 
audit was to check for compliance to BS EN ISO 
9001:2008; BS EN ISO 14401:2004 and OHSAS 
18001:2007.  
 Paul Jackson spent most of the day at Pinxton site, 
where a few issues were raised, but overall, he was very          
impressed and stated, “Pinxton is a good well managed 
contract with very experienced persons on site.  Particular 
praise goes to the retention and completion of PUWER and 
LOLER records.”    
 Well done to Carl, Dale, Bob and the site team for 
all their hard work.   Andrea Pattinson (Quality Systems Manager) 
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Environmental News  
Plaster & Plasterboard  

In England, Northern Ireland and Wales, the             
Environment Agency and Northern Ireland Environment 
Agency have revised their policies for disposing of   
gypsum waste to landfill. Previously, waste containing 
less that 10% gypsum could be sent to landfill. The  
environment agencies have removed this guideline 
value.  
In England and Wales, if you send waste containing 
any amount of gypsum to landfill it must now go to a 
separate cell for high sulphate waste. 
Subcontractors Must:  

· Not wash mixed or dry plaster into drains or    
surface waters as this can cause water pollution. 

· Separate plaster, plasterboard and other gypsum 
products from our general wastes, as they      
contain high levels of sulphate.  

Site of the Month - Epping (Freedom) 
 

Phase 1 of our contract at 
Epping nears completion, 
as can be seen from the 
photograph (left). The    
project involves the        
extension of an existing 
133kV sub-station at Epping 
- our contract is with      
Freedom Group who are 
the Main Contractor to EDF 

for the entire package. Our £360k sub-contract is for the     
execution of the associated civils work which has involved site 
strip, CFA piling to all structures, construction of RC         
transformer base and bund, auxiliary base and bund, gantry 
and disconnector bases, and associated cable troughing and 
ducts. The compound is surrounded by palisade fencing with 
the whole site surrounded by new Expamet fencing. 
 Although Freedom are the Principal Contractor, their 
aim has been for Alpha to run the site on their behalf, with 
only a brief weekly visit from their Site Manager (Vladimir 
Jelpidiforov) made. Ken Richards has, therefore, being      
running the site for Freedom (and Alpha), ably supported by 
Patsy Morgan, Bujar Cani (George), and Mick and Kieran 
McGroary who have completed the RC works directly for us. 
 Phase 1 of our works will be complete by the end of 
July, after which Freedom will install the transformers,        
disconnector and gantry equipment, electrical wiring etc. leav-
ing us with Phase 2 in September during which we will stone 
up the transformer bunds and compound, complete the com-
pound fencing, and clear site. 
 The project has run very smoothly and has enhanced 
our reputation with Freedom and EDF, hopefully leading to 
more opportunities in the future. Dave Pattinson (Contracts Manager) 

 
 
Once again we 
w e r e  t h e     

runner up in the Contract Journal; Best Places to Work 
awards. This I think is still a fantastic achievement for 
the company and reflects well on all the site teams and 
the Head Office staff. Alpha were also shortlisted for 
the largest year to year improvement highlighting our 
commitment to continuously raising our game. Special 
thanks has to go to Andrea Pattinson for her efforts in 
making our submission. Maybe 2010 will be our year.   
Rob Smith (MD) 

  2009 

Shortlisted 

Health & Safety News  
More Inspections for Construction:  
The HSE has announced that it will increase 
the number of construction industry           
inspectors by a third from 125 to 175. 
WHY? The construction industry is still an area of major 
concern for the HSE despite the falling number of fatal 
incidents. There is a pressure from the government and 
unions to reduce the number of fatalities further.  
WHEN? 20 trainee inspectors started in April with an   
additional 30 inspectors to be recruited in June. 
H&S Guidance Online:  
From September around 250 priced publications         
containing guidance will be made freely available from the 
HSE’s website for downloading. The publications cover 
the full range of HSE’s guidance and safety regulations. 

Global Corporate Challenge  
After one month of walking Alpha have got into their 
stride averaging 10,501 steps which has helped them now 
reach the Ancient City in Russia. Alpha are ranked 2066 out 
of 8402 and in the Construction sector Alpha are 14th out of 
50 firms. Penny has been replaced by Leah ’The Walking  
Machine’ Stafford. Keep up the good progress.  
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C05/09 - Nestle Re-Roofing (Nestle UK)  
Works are progressing well although access restrictions placed on us due to new production targets may cause a hiccup. We have our fingers & 
toes crossed that Nestle are going to go ahead with the Omni warehouse extension and award the work to us. Kevin, Jake, Dan, Carl and Lea 
may have more than that crossed. 
C13/08 - Pinxton Sub (Cruickshanks)  
The Concrete bases are all cast and we are well on the way with the fencing and site drainage. The job is coming together but there is still lots to 
do. Carl, Bob, Dale, Ryan, Alan, Ron and Chris will have no time to twiddle their fingers. 
C09/07 - Hendon (Siemens)  
We have eventually returned to site (12 months later than expected) to complete the final phase of the project. Works include a new perimeter 
fence and retaining wall, access roads, pathways, cable reserve fencing and Gatic trenching. Rob Little and Guy Miller are looking after the  
project which should be completed by the end of July. 
C18/08 - Market Harborough (PurePower)   
Our civils design is well advanced (by RCL) although a start on site still depends upon Purepower’s successful completion at Huntingdon. This is 
imminent and we hope to have Ian Jackson starting on site during July. 
C06/08 – Iver GIS (ABB)  
Works are progressing well and as such we are currently ahead of programme. The steelwork structure is now erected and the roof installation 
due to commence at time of writing.  The client is very pleased with the safe execution of these works and of course the good progress being 
made.  Keep up the good work Ben and co! 
C07/08 – Reading GIS (ABB)  
The all important dust free date of 18 May 2009 was indeed achieved. A real credit to all those involved. Final phase 1 works now being under-
taken with a mini demobilisation of phase 1 planned for 26 June 2009.  Greg now leaves to walk “Europe” for 3 months – the best of luck to Greg 
and wife Susan in achieving their goal of Sicily by September.  We hope to have Greg back for the commencement of Creyke Beck GIS in the 
Autumn. 
C09/09 – Wakefield B GIS (ABB)  
The Ground investigation took a little longer than originally anticipated due to the hand dig requirement for all trenches.  The investigation was 
worthwhile and provided the result we were looking for in all sandstone and no Fault. The design phase is now well underway and site  
establishment has now been completed with site “rationalization” complete with the commencement of the main construction works  
imminent.  The best of luck to Russ Baxendale, Craig Cooper, Dave Baker and all who will be involved in the future of this project. 
C03/08 – Hurst & Tottenham Shunt Reactors (Siemens)  
We have finally had the go ahead to return to Hurst to undertake the phase 2 element of the works, after which the team will relocate to complete 
phase 2 of Tottenham.  Ashley Carlin now heads up the project on site and the best of luck in delivering the final product to Siemens and National 
Grid! 
C11/08 - Huntingdon Energy Plant (PurePower)  
LV electrics and remainder of external works due to complete this month. Purepower commissioning progressing slowly although first electricity 
generation has been achieved which is good news. This should kick start the next plant construction at Market Harborough very shortly.   

THE BIG 40 
As some of you may know it will be Mel’s 
30th / 40th (depending on who you talk to) 
in August and she would like to celebrate 
this milestone with the staff of Alpha. Mel 
has put forward the idea of going  
bowling on Friday 7th August and would like to invite  
everyone who can attend. Please can you let Mel know whether 
you can make it ASAP so she has an idea of numbers. 
Melanie.cartlidge@alphaconstruction.co.uk     

New Starter for the Accounts Dept.  
 

Following the departure of Penny Cundill 
from the Accounts Team, Alpha are pleased 
to welcome Sarah Taylor who joins Julie 
Osborne (who also only joined Alpha last month) as 
an Accounts Clerk . 
Both Julie and Sarah have settled in very well and 
have got to grips with the day to day running of the 
department very quickly, however they are both still 
learning and refining aspects of their roles and so 
your consideration is appreciated. Sarah has sadly 
only joined us on a temp basis and will be leaving for 
a role in the NHS in three months. We wish her best 
of luck both at Alpha and in the future.  
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Wedding Bells at Alpha  
 

July is going to be a busy month for two of 
our guys, first up is Jake Manning who will 
be getting married to his lovely fiancée 
Lisa on the 18th July and a week later it will be the 
turn of Dave Rose and his beautiful partner Suzie to 
walk down the isle. We would like to wish both     
couples all the luck in the world and hope they have 
an amazing day (fingers crossed the sun is out). 
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Ford Ranger - Manufacturer Recall  
It has been recorded that under certain weather  
conditions the foot well of the Ford Ranger is prone to flooding. 
Solution:  

To avoid this inconvenience ensure the 
door windows are in the upright position 
to keep out all rainwater. 
RING HEAD OFFICE FOR FURTHER 

ADVICE 

Training - Temporary Works Co-ordinator  
The first of these courses has taken place and has been very 
useful and provided a wealth of information that not only emphasises 
the importance of temporary works but also demonstrates how integral 
it is with the permanent works. Formwork, false work, earthwork sup-
port, scaffolding and crane platforms, to mention a few, will now not be 
such a dark science. This course has been arranged for the benefit of  
Contracts Managers and all site staff.       Ken Durham (Contracts Director) 


